
 

           NEWS AND EVENTS 

  

An eventful decade of SAI International School 

 

 

SAI Decadal Lecture to begin Term II 

Shri Anil Swarup, IAS, Secretary, School Education and Literacy, MHRD, GOI delivered the SAI Decadal 

Lecture on Tuesday, June 19, 2018 on the occasion of the year-long Decadal celebration of SAI 

International School. Shri Swarup gave inspirational advices to the students on how to pave their own path 

towards success.  

He highly appreciated SAI and said that it is inspiring as well as very difficult to see such schools in India 

and added that “I have visited 24 states and this is one of the finest schools in the country”. He was 

amazed to see the enthusiastic and jovial students and said that “I find smiling faces of children 

everywhere and that makes a difference”. He advised the students never to lose their smile. 

   

 



   

 

 

He spoke on the importance of failure in the life of a student and said that the capability, capacity and 

ability to handle failure decide the future of a person. He suggested the students not to brood over failure 

rather take it as a great lesson and move forward in life. Quoting a verse from Bhagawat Gita, he said that 

focus on the present, try to make the best out of it without bothering about the result.  

He also advised the students not to bother about others opinion or things beyond their control as it is a 

great waste of time and energy, rather focus on what they can do to make their present situation better. 

He also suggested them to “Be the Change themselves” and not try to change the world as it will only lead 

to greater frustration. Sharing with the students on how to inculcate a good habit, Shri Swarup said that 

practice a good act in a disciplined manner, fighting all odds continuously for twenty-one days and at the 

end of it, you will find it has slowly become a habit. 

He also spoke about what is happiness in real sense and shared that happiness is a subjective emotion and 

if one wants to be happy one will be happy and if one doesn’t want to happy, he or she can never be 

happy. Adding to this, Shri Swarup said that he has enjoyed each and every moment at SAI interacting with 

the students and faculty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SAI Decadal Lecture by Dr Prashant Mohapatra 

Dr. Prasant Mohapatra, Vice Chancellor of Research, University of California, Davis delivered the SAI Decadal 

Lecture on Thursday, June 28, 2018. Dr. Mohapatra, who is also a Member of the Advisory Board of SAI 

International School, appreciated the school for its holistic education and said that nurturing the talent and 

interest of students greatly helps them in broadening their spectrum. He also spoke on exploring possibilities of 

collaboration between SAI and University of California, Davis, in the field of Research, Training of Faculty and 

Internship of students to enhance their scientific skills. 

 

In his address he shared with the students the three guiding forces that helped him build his career. The 

foremost point he spoke was on the significance of time and advised them to respect the ‘precious resource’, as 

effective handling of time decides one’s future. The second important point he highlighted was on the importance 

of innovation and shared that the most important factor of innovation is the thought-process, which can only 

develop if one comes out of their comfort zone and think out of the box, on how to address the challenges in a 

better way and added that innovation leads to creativity. Speaking of the third vital point Dr. Mohapatra advised 

the students to make an impact in the society with their large or small contributions. He also advised them to 

dream high and not feel dejected by failures. Citing his own example he said that ‘I have met with more failures 

in life than success’ and specified that failures are the stepping stones to success and unless one fails in life one 

cannot become successful. Dr. Silpi Sahoo, Vice Chairperson, SAI International School in her address said that, 

Dr Mohapatra is the son of the soil who has made each Odia proud by achieving the coveted Chair of Vice 

Chancellor of University of California, Davis and wished that the versatile academician will soon take a lead role 

in the global educational arena. Dr. Mohapatra has a highly admirable career, holding eminent position in 

various reputed Universities and Research Institutes. 

 

 



 

SAI hosts State English Medium School Principal’s meet 

 

In a meeting of English medium school Principals of the state Shri Anil Swarup, IAS, Secretary, School 

Education and Literacy, MHRD, Govt. of India, Shri P.K.Mohapatra, IAS, Principal Secretary, School & Mass 

Education and Ms. Subha Sharma, IAS, Commissioner cum Secretary, Textiles addressed the august 

gathering. 

“I am a great believer in Public-Private school partnership” said Chief Guest Shri Anil Swarup, on his 

address to the Principals of English medium Schools of Odisha. He encouraged the Principals to identify, 

appreciate and replicate good work as well as make models of them and spread the stories of goodness. 

Taking forward the suggestion of Dr. Bijoy K Sahoo, Chairman SAI International School, Shri Swarup 

directed the Regional Officer (RO) CBSE to form a core group of few members at an earliest with RO as the 

Convener and take up issues with practical solution of the same and send it to CBSE Office. Sri Swarup said 

SAI International is good model to follow. 

Guest of Honour Shri Mohapatra outlined the various measures taken up by the State Government to 

address issues related to education and said that “we are bringing in about large scale reforms in the state 

education system.” He also suggested that all teacher recruitment should be on merit basis and not on 

mark basis to ensure the quality of education. On the suggestion of Dr. Sahoo for liberating the NOC and 

the Recognition process for the private schools in the state, Shri Mohapatra stated that he is ready to take 

the suggestion and implement it for making private schools student friendly and build capacities in making 

good private schools in the state. 

The meeting was attended by as many as 250 Principals of English medium Schools across Odisha. Dr. 

Sahoo in his address said that ‘Teacher education should be more practical then theoretical’. He 

congratulated all the Principals for their excellent work and suggested each private English medium school 



to adopt a nearby less privileged school to improve their learning levels in an attempt to enhance the level 

of education in the state. 

On the occasion Ms. Subha Sharma spoke about Kala Bhoomi, the craft museum of Odisha and said that 

the museum will encourage the young generation to learn about their wonderful history. 

 

International Yoga Day 

 

 

The International Day of Yoga was observed at SAI International School on Thursday, June 21, 2018, where 

students and teachers performed various ‘asanas’ to commemorate the occasion. Shri Harish Sanduja, 

Principal SAI International School outlined the importance of the day and said that, “this 5000 year old 

ancient practice of the country is a wonderful way to keep the body, mind and soul healthy”. He 

encouraged the students to practice yoga for at least 30 minutes a day.  

The students were also briefed on many interesting facts associated with the event like why the day was 

selected as International Yoga day, the UN countries who voted to make it a possibility, the significance of 

the logo etc.  

Yoga is part of the curriculum at SAI International School and students are motivated to practice it on a 

regular basis. The students of NCC took a lead role to demonstrate asanas like Pranayam, Vajrasana, Kapal 

Bhati, Tadasana, Anulom Vilom, Padahastasana and many more. 



 

 

Creative Writing Activity for young learners 

 

To encourage the students with an affinity for poetry writing, a competition was conducted for students of 

Class IV and V. Poetry is a medium of expression of emotions. It helps one to understand how language and 

vocabulary can be used to express thoughts and ideas. It is a wonderful way to build phonemic awareness 

in children and enhance vocabulary and writing skills.  

 


